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43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong

Telephone:  (852)2574-2351;  Fax:  (852)2838-0957

Minutes of the fourth meeting of the 

COMMITTEE OF PARENTS 
held on Thursday, 19 March 2009
at 6:00 p.m.

at the JCSRC, 2A Tin Kwong Road, Ho Man Tin, Kowloon
Present:
    
Jane Tracy
-
Chairman Sha Tin College PTA and Chairman of ComPar
Heather Du Quesnay
-
Chief Executive ESF

Jonathan Straker
-
Head of Student Support ESF

Janette Flynn
-
Parent Representative Island School Council

Robert Pendleton
-
Vice-Chairman King George V School PTA

Catherine Chan
-
Parent Representative King George V School Council

Josephine M Csete
-
Parent Representative Sha Tin College Council

Josephine Ong Reeves
-
Chairman West Island School PTA
Jackie McIntyre
-
Parent Representative of Bradbury School Council

Theresa Donohue
-
Parent Representative Kennedy School Council

Sam M Mahtani
-
Joint-Chairman Kowloon Junior School PTA

Wen Zhang
-
Chairman Quarry Bay School PTA
Kim Wong
-
Parent Representative Quarry Bay School Council

Clare Lam
-
Parent Representative Sha Tin Junior School Council

Grace Hwang
-
Chairman Discovery College Private Independent School PTA

Elspeth Shaw
-
Parent Representative Discovery College Private Independent School Council
Eric Chin
-
Joint-Chairman Renaissance College Private Independent School PTA
Amy Wong
-
Parent Representative Renaissance College Private Independent School Council

Nicholas Bilcliffe
-
Parent Member of the Board

Elaine Leung
-
Parent Member of the Board

Russell Williams
-
Parent Member of the Board

In Attendance:
Andrew Sortwell
-
Director of Education ESF

Chris Durbin
-
School Development Adviser Secondary ESF

Liz Muscroft
-
Minutes Secretary ESF

Apologies:


Carmel Sharp
-
Chairman Island School PTA

Sarah Cook
-
Chairman King George V School PTA

Stephen Fong
-
Chairman South Island School PTA
Gretchen Ryan
-
Parent Representative South Island School Council

Chris Erving
-
Parent Representative South Island School Council

Michael McCool
-
Parent Representative West Island School Council

Joanne Townson
-
Chairman Beacon Hill School PTA 
Annie Van Weerdenburg
-
Parent Representative Beacon Hill School Council

Douglas Shearer
-
Chairman Bradbury School PTA

Sarah Holden
-
Joint-Chairman Clearwater Bay School PTA

Paul Arkwright
-
Joint-Chairman Clearwater Bay School PTA

Penny Donowho
-
Parent Representative Glenealy School Council

Terri Donlon
-
Chairman Kennedy School PTA

Kenneth Lam
-
Parent Representative Clearwater Bay School Council

Terri Appel
-
Chairman Glenealy School PTA

Peter Chu
-
Parent Representative Kowloon Junior School Council

Sarah Emslie
-
Chairman and Parent Representative Peak School PTA and Council

Barbara Rzoska-Cheng
-
Chairman Sha Tin Junior School PTA

Chris Tringham
-
Parent Representative Sha Tin Junior School PTA  

Terry Mountain
-
Chairman Jockey Club Sarah Roe School PTA

Clare Allum
-
Parent Representative Jockey Club Sarah Roe School Council
Mark Clifford
-
Parent Member of the Board

Nicola Clark
-
Parent Member of the Board

Neil Drave
-
Parent Member of the Board

Albert Yeung
-
Parent Member of the Board

	ComPar 4-1
	APOLOGIES
	ACTION BY



	
	Apologies were received from Mrs Carmel Sharp, Ms Sarah Cook, Mr Stephen Fong, Mrs Gretchen Ryan, Mr Chris Erving, Mr Michael McCool, Ms Joanne Townson, Ms Annie Van Weerdenburg, Mr Douglas Shearer, Ms Sarah Holden, Mr Paul Arkwright, Mr Kenneth Lam, Mrs Terri Appel, Ms Penny Donowho, Ms Terri Donlon, Mr Peter Chu, Ms Sarah Emslie, Ms Barbara Rzoska-Cheng, Mr Chris Tringham, Mr Terry Mountain, Ms Clare Allum, Mr Mark Clifford, Ms Nicola Clark, Mr Neil Drave and Ir Dr Albert Yeung.

	

	ComPar 4-2
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2009
The Chief Executive Officer replied to the question of PTA fees collection becoming a centralised exercise from 2009-10.  She stated that work was still continuing on procurement of the billing system which would have the facility for payment of PTA fees.  It was unlikely that the system would be operational before a point early in the autumn term of 2009 and perhaps not even then.  She was aware that at secondary level in particular, non payment of PTA membership was a problem.  The situation would be helped when the centralised payment system became established.  She added that PTAs could expect that they would have to collect the fees locally for one more year.

	

	ComPar 4-3
	MATTERS ARISING -
FEES
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the recommendation being made to the Board of Governors would be that no increase in school fees be made.  She welcomed the suggestion that members of the committee treat the matter as confidential until confirmation of the recommendation by the Board.
LANGUAGE UPDATE
The School Development Adviser Secondary gave a brief update on the language policy.  He reported that languages had a major place within the current 11-16 curriculum debate.  Work was continuing on the Chinese parthways and on the timing and choices of languages offered at Years 7 and 8.  Chinese as a first language was now included in the available IGCSE options offered.  He drew attention to the IB options, FAQ section, and appendices of his report.
The Chairman aired concern around language choice as some parents wished to have languages available from Year 7 other than Chinese in order to strengthen the chances of success at examination level.  The School Development Adviser Secondary pointed out that additional time would be given to languages in the new curriculum.  He added that there could be staffing implications arising from increased teaching time or wider language choice.  In discussion, members raised points in the following areas:
· two languages plus English could be seen as excessive;

· more staffing to differentiate learning levels further might result in increased fees;

· it was recognised that parents would wish to have a key role in language decisions.

The School Development Adviser Secondary said that schools and the Foundation had a role in keeping standards in learning as high as possible.  Students were encouraged to attain their best; there was no complusion.  The following points were made in discussion:

· parents feel that they have direct knowledge of the levels of Chinese language needed in the workplace;

· there is concern that some students were struggling despite encouragement;

· the question of traditional and simplified Chinese characters and related issues needs to be re-examined.

It was agreed that the Chinese character systems would be considered at the next meeting.  A response would be invited from the ESF Chinese Adviser.  The Chief Executive Officer pointed out that the matter was something that ESF was constantly aware of.

	HDUQ

CD

	ComPar 4-4
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

No declaration was made.


	All

	ComPar 4-5
	STUDENT HEALTH
The Director of Education gave a presentation which focused on the relevant areas of the curriculum, related healthy activity, and counselling support.  He provided a full account of the areas at both primary and secondary level.  He illustrated the wide range of needs, albeit in small numbers, from case studies in 2007-2008 in two ESF schools.
In addition to available support from counselling agencies, professional development was continuing to raise and enhance teacher skills.  The most recent PD provision gave each school two places on a counselling course of three whole days and two twilight sessions.  The commitment to training would continue, and the Sarah Roe School was to be developed as a centre of excellence to further enhance provision.  The Director of Education was confident that teachers’ ability to identify problems early and to offer appropriate support to students would be enhanced by the professional development activities offered.

	AS

	ComPar 4-6
	IB DIPLOMA – UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE
The School Development Adviser Secondary spoke to his paper, pointing out that the information it gave represented the state of play at that moment.  It drew upon a sample of 400 offers of places.  

The offers were presented and commented upon by the Adviser by subject and by institution.  He pointed out the points range of the offers and supplied information on quotas, home status and overseas fees and how overseas status was often accompanied by a lower offer.

The Adviser said that the tertiary advisers in the schools guided students to adopt a strategic approach to making applications to universities; students were advised to apply for places in high, medium and low-reach universities in order to maximise their chances of success.  The Adviser responded to a range of questions.  He stated there was evidence of university offers to IB Certificate applicants.  He saw the combination of IB Certificate and BTec as having acknowledged currency.


	CD



	ComPar 4-7
	ESF CALENDAR
The Head of Student Support sought views on calendar models which looked at alternatives to the existing three-term model, which contained a long first term when younger children particularly become very tired.  The calendar for 2009-10 had already been fixed and would remain unchanged.  Only the general holiday dates in 2009-10 needed to be confirmed and that would follow with the final gazetting in April.
Alternatives such as the four-term model would be considered.  The Head of Student Support provided an overview of 2009-15.  The template showed a more even distribution of time across the terms and gave a break between terms of not less than two weeks.  A possible alternative structure had been discussed with the Committee of Teachers and the Committee of Principals.  Comments were invited from members.  A range of concerns and points of support was expressed and a number of questions posed.

Comments can be placed on the ESF website.

	JS



	ComPar 4-8
	PTA UPATES
PTA updates were circulated with the agenda papers.
	All


	ComPar 4-9
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 6:00 pm on 23 April 2009 at the ESF Centre, 43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8:19 pm.
	


_________________________
                                                                                                           Jane Tracy









Chairman of Committee of Parents
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